
Hazard + Exposure = Risk (of negative effects) 

 

Considered over the lifecycle of the product 

 

Risk assessment of toxics in IT products 



Exposure to toxics 
 

Many toxic substances are sealed in the product during normal use... but... 

 

“Up to 90% of the world’s electronic waste, is illegally traded or dumped each year!” 

according to the UN Environment Programme (Unep). 

Workers may be exposed to used toxics 

substances in the production... 

 

When E-waste is recycled in an irresponsible 

way toxics may leak out in the nature... 

 



Example of toxic content 

of an IT product and 

substitution 



• Wide range of hazards and physical aspects 

• Many unknown substances 

 

Solution in TCO Certified:  

• All these must be assessed and declared 

Challenges – non halogenated flame retardants 



Hazard based assessment method 

Hazard + exposure = risk 

 

 

Assessment tool –  

Green Screen® for Safer Chemicals 



TCO Certified critieria document 

With the transparency of Green Screen, TCO Development is creating a list of approved flame 

retardants that can be used in certified products 



Benchmark score table 



Endpoints that are assessed 

www.greenscreenchemicals.org 



The public list 



What do we to achieve? 

• Increased transparency of the content in IT-products 

• A shift towards safer alternatives 

• A guide for substitution 

• A contribution of knowledge to society 

 

Less toxics in 

nature (and our 

food)... 

 


